So you found a baby bird
Now what?
Does the baby bird
appear sick or injured?

Are the bird’s
parents around?

NO

YES

Leave the baby bird and
monitor it. (Keep pets away)

YES

NO

Fluffy down, pin feathers
and some adult feathers.
This bird is a Nestling.

No feathers. This
bird is a Hatchling.

Normal looking feathers
& some fluffy feathers.
This bird is a Fledgling.

NO

Hatchling, nestling and fledgling photos: William Feeney

You should take the bird to
a vet immediately or call the
RSPCA on 1300 ANIMAL
(1300 264 625) for assistance.

NO

Note: If you are not able to stay
to observe the baby bird or the
baby bird is in imminent danger,
you will need to bring it into
care. Do not leave it unattended
as it could be attacked by other
animals. To transport the baby,
place it on a towel in a small box
and keep it warm, dark and quiet.
Do not give it any food or water.

Is the bird making a noise,
spreading and fluttering
its wings? Can it perch
on a branch, AND is it
bright and responsive?

Can you see the nest and
are you able to place the
bird back in its nest?
YES

Place the bird back
into its nest or create
a “bird bucket” in your
backyard! Monitor to
ensure the parents
are tending the bird.

YES

NO

Is the baby bird in
a safe area?
YES

Leave the bird alone and make
sure pets are kept away. You can
continue to monitor from afar.

It is important to note that brush turkey chicks are not lost or orphaned; they do not receive any parental care after hatching.
These babies need to be left alone to disperse on their own accord, unless of course they appear to be sick or injured.

